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Entrance of the former «Galerie Trittligasse» opened in 1957 

in Zurich's old town in the Oberdorf. 

 

Corner Trittligasse/Neustadtgasse with gallery on two floors. 

 

100 Steps (so-called 'Trittli') lead from Oberdorfstrasse up to 

WBB GALLERY, which is located between Grossmünster and 

Kunsthaus. A poster showcase shows the way. 

WBB GALLERY – A Portrait. 
 

 

History. – The gallery in the historic Trittligasse is 

located in the middle of Zurich's old town and looks back 
on over 60 years of art. The arched entrance in the 

pedestrian zone is a stone's throw away from the 

Grossmünster church and can be reached via 100 'Trittli' 

(meaning 'steps') from Oberdorfstrasse or via 

Neustadtgasse. The art gallery, formerly called «Galerie 

Trittligasse», was founded in 1957 by Zurich 

photographer Walter Läubli (1902 – 1991) and continued 

from 1972 – 2014 by Werner Frei (*1936). During this 

time, the focus was on promoting Swiss art. 
 

In 2015, the gallery was taken over by Peter Wallimann 

(*1965) and a former business partner. It was 

modernized and expanded under the name WBB 

GALLERY. In addition to Swiss artists, WBB has since 

represented international artists from the fields of 

painting, graphics, photography, sculpture, and digital 

art. In addition, nonprofit projects are regularly 

supported or initiated. Peter Wallimann, himself an artist 

and managing director, has been running the gallery with 
a small team mainly on a voluntary basis. WBB GALLERY 

is part of the renowned network DIE ZÜRCHER GALERIEN 

(DZG) – THE ZURICH GALLERIES. 

 

 

 

Architecture. – WBB GALLERY is one of the oldest 

and most beautiful art galleries in Zurich. The gallery is 

located on two floors in the venerable «Haus zur 

Sonnenblume» (Sunflower House), a medieval building 

that was first mentioned in 1404 and whose foundation 

walls date back to the 13th century. The house was 

rebuilt in 1658 and expanded in the 19th century. The 

entrance on Neustadtgasse is in the Rococo style and 

dates from the last quarter of the 18th century. The 
glazed round entrance on Trittligasse was designed by 

the Swiss architect Rene Haubensack (1931 – 2018) in 

1964. With its distinctive architecture, the gallery 

benefits from the charm of the centuries, including an 

ancient terracotta floor, on which blacksmiths and other 

craftsmen are said to have worked. After a gentle 

renovation, the rooms have been shining in a new light 

since 2015 and have attracted thousands of visitors since 

then. 
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Rococo-style entrance to the «Haus zur Sonnenblume» 

(Sunflower House) on Neustadtgasse, not far from the Zurich 

Grossmünster church. 

 

The Dusseldorf painter Bernd Schwarzer (left) with the 

former German Consul (Dr. Otto Lampe) presents his book 

«Europework» in 2016. With the exhibition EUROPE AND 

THE UNITY OF BEING, WBB GALLERY thematized the values 

needed for a united Europe. 

 

Vernissage of the exhibition MOMENTS OF INTIMACY in 

August 2020, with works by 18 international photographers, 

including Helmut Newton and Steve McCurry. Despite the 

pandemic, the exhibition attracted many visitors and set an 

example against social isolation and exclusion. 

Values & Commitment. – WBB GALLERY 

represents a life-affirming, positive, aesthetic attitude 

based on humanistic values. Our focus is on people 

according to the principle: l'art pour l'homme! We 

specifically promote dialogue and cultural exchange, 

staging contemporary art that touches, inspires and 

strenghtens people, both being sensual and making 
sense on a deeper level. 

 

WBB GALLERY represents and supports some 20 artists 

from Switzerland, Germany, Italy, Austria, France, 

Holland, Poland, Moldova, the USA, and Japan. The focus 

is on painting, graphics, photography, sculpture, and 

digital art. In 2017, the gallery donated the WBB 

AWARD, an art prize of CHF 10,000. The award went to 

three artists from Poland, Germany, and Switzerland. Of 

the two dozen exhibitions to date, several have been 
realized under nonprofit conditions. For example, the 

much-noticed touring exhibition NATURA POETICA 

(2018), which was reported on Swiss television and in the 

press. With this project, another CHF 10,000 were 

donated for Nature conservation (Papiliorama 

Foundation) and social projects (Jeder Rappen zählt). 

Furthermore, the benefit exhibition NATURE & ART 

(2020), organized in cooperation with the NGO 

«Association Bernadette Strebel World Peace» (ABSWP), 

again provided more than CHF 10'000, which were 
donated to «Trees for Peace», a reforestation project 

hosted by ABSWP in Nigeria. 

 

 

Program. – WBB GALLERY stages art according to a 

specially developed manifesto called «Pure Art». What is 

meant is a holistic understanding of art including all three 

levels of human beings, thus, having a positive effect on 

body, soul, and spirit – or on vitality, emotional state, 

and consciousness. For this purpose, 21 criteria were 

defined on a vision wheel, as shown on the following 

page. Features such as «transformative», «full of light», 

or «poetic» help to describe the positive effect of 

artworks on the observer. 
 

WBB GALLERY does not show any art that is exclusively 

negative, destructive, political or one-sided intellectually. 

The reason for this is that the gallery strives for a 

constructive dialogue and pursues social added value 

with a positive effect. The goal of Pure Art is a) to 

strengthen and connect people, b) to promote empathy 

and a deeper relationship with Nature, and c) to give 

space to visionary ideas. 
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(Inter)Cultural Dialogue. – For WBB GALLERY, the 

first half of 2021 will be marked by cultural exchange 

with Japan. Especially in times of pandemia, we want to 

promote dialogue through art to prevent further social 

and political isolation. 

 
With the exceptional artist Souun Takeda 

(www.souun.net), born in Japan in 1975, we were able to 

win one of the most prominent representatives of so-

called Kanji Calligraphy. Souun-san combines tradition 

and modernity. He convinces both personally with a 

clear, positive attitude of mind and artistically with 

expressive calligraphy, which, although originating from 

Zen philosophy, spans a great arc to modern art. As a 

culture ambassador with over 100,000 followers in social 

media (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram), Souun's novel art 
form has the potential to inspire and connect numerous 

people in East and West – in the spirit of Pure Art. His 

work will be shown for the first time in a solo exhibition 

in Switzerland. 

 

 

Financing. – WBB GALLERY is part of the nonprofit-

oriented Swiss company Wallimann Art Creation (CHE-

368.603.302) and does not enjoy any support from the 

federal government or the canton. To keep the gallery 

running, especially during international exhibitions, the 

gallery can enter into partnerships with like-minded 

people, organizations, or companies (sponsors). The goal 

is not to maximize profit, but to achieve greater media 

visibility in public – with a view to promoting people in 
the sense of Pure Art and, thus, generating added value 

for society. 

 

Inquiries for cooperation are welcome and can be made 

at any time to: 

 

Dr. Peter Wallimann 

WBB GALLERY® 

Contemporary Pure Art 

Trittligasse / Neustadtgasse 

CH-8001 Zürich 

 

Mobil: +41 79 388 73 09 

E-Mail: info@wbb.gallery  

Web: www.wbb.gallery 

Social: @wbbgallery (FB & IG) 

 

 

Vision wheel developed by WBB GALLERY to illustrate the 

effect of works of art with positive connotations in the sense 

of the Pure Art manifesto. A more-detailed article on the 

concept can be found at https://wbb.gallery/galerie in both 

German and English. 

 

Managing and Art Director of WBB GALLERY since 2015, Dr. 

Peter Wallimann, in the old town of Zurich. The abbreviation 

«WBB» goes back to the initials of the two founders, Peter 

Wallimann & Enrico Bauer. (Photo by Marco Reeuwijk) 

 

Cultural projects by Peter Wallimann: 

www.wbb.gallery 

www.naturapoetica.com 
www.sensigns.ch 

www.wallimann.online  


